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Health care in Bangladesh 
PiCCA’s latest project - in Dhaka, Bangladesh - is helping a 
local charity establish a community service hub, providing 
basic preschool education and a range of health care and 
vocational training services. The hub is located in 
Kamrangirchor district where 1.2 million people live in a 5.5 
sqkm area. Many inhabitants have travelled to Dhaka seeking 
casual work in factories or other service jobs, and there are 
very few affordable basic services. 
PiCCA is contributing $20,000 to help establish maternal 
health, dental and eye care clinics and a driver training school.  
All services will be located in the one premises, and also 
include preschool classes and facilitation of women’s savings 
groups. PiCCA funding is helping to buy equipment for the 
clinics and a motor vehicle to train drivers. As you can see 
(left) the dental clinic is already up and running; the maternal 
health clinic (like the one above) will start in the coming 
months. 
The 12 month project commenced in June and is a partnership 
with Symbiosis Foundation in Bangladesh and Symbiosis 
International in Brisbane. PiCCA Directors intend to visit the 
project in February next year to inspect progress first-hand. 
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Bougainville agriculture is 
thriving 
In partnership with the Australian Government’s Friendship 
Grants program and PiCCA, the Hako Women’s Collective 
has successfully developed the agricultural skills of about 80 
families. They are now growing a wider diversity of crops in 
their backyard gardens, helping to improve family nutrition 
and boost income. The program targetted women-headed 
households, families that include a person with a disability, 
and young people. Through the training that was provided by 
the local Department of Primary Industries, participants 
learned many things, including how to grow rice which is a 
staple food. The Hako Women’s Collective has established a 
rice milling social enterprise, which will earn income to 
sustain the program in the future. 

In May this year, three PiCCA Directors visited Bougainville 
to see the progress that participants had made in their 
gardens (including some of the participants we featured in the 
last newsletter). The Directors also attended the official 
opening of the Agricultural Hub, containing the rice mill. 

Since then, the community have held an Agricultural Show, 
for participants to demonstrate their new skills and 
confidence, and share their knowledge with others. 
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Donation from 
Murphy Family 

The Murphy Family have very 
generously donated 30,000 PNG 
kina ($13,000) to PiCCA to 
contribute to projects in 
Bougainville. The Murphys have a 
long association with PNG 
through their civil construction 
company, going right back to 
1966.  

The Murphy Family’s other 
philanthropic contributions have 
stressed collaboration and, in 
Robin’s words “amplifying 
impact”, which aligns well with 
PiCCA’s aims in all its projects.  

Robin Murphy OAM said “The 
important thing for me is being a 
catalyst. Things can get a life of 
their own if you just give them a 
push.”  

PiCCA is discussing options for 
suitable projects with the Hako 
Women’s Collective.  

Thank you Murphys! 
Above: Murphy family members 
Danny, Rory, Adrian and Robin.  

Other donations 

Thank you also to PiCCA’s other 
recent donors, particularly: 

CWA Bangalow 

Kingscliff Rotary Club 

Ashgrove Accupuncture & 
Massage
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Vietnam update 
PiCCA’s and Hearts for Hue’s Vietnam 
project ‘Improving Living Quality for 
People with Disability by Chicken 
Raising’ is coming to a close but the 
benefits of the project will continue 
into the future.

The project has helped 50 poor 
families affected by disability by 
helping them to set up small-scale 
chicken farms. 

All of the families have built chicken shelters, 4,500 vaccinated chickens have been distributed, and 
multiple training sessions on chicken raising have been run. Families have established viable small 
businesses. 

Mr Le Van Khe and his wife (above) are one of the participating families. Mr Le is 66 years old and has 
a mental illness. He had been unable to work in a regular job and supported his family through 
subsistence farming. Mr Le said “I found my happiness in raising these chickens. I have spent a lot of 
time to take care of chickens even in the evening.  Also, I am always taking part in every single training 
session and self-help meetings to learn more about advanced raising chicken techniques. We have 
shared a lot of experiences with the other participants and I really appreciate every single opinion from 
them. I have applied some experiences into my raising practice.”

Mr Le received 90 chickens which he raises at his house and sells their offspring for profit. The family 
has improved living and dietary standards and now have a sustainable source of income from raising 
chickens.

Round 2 Friendship Grants 
PiCCA has applied for another Friendship Grant from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade. (The first was 
our Agricultural Project in Bougainville.) This time it’s to extend PiCCA’s work in Vietnam with Hearts for Hue. 

If the application is successful the project will involve 100 poor families with a family member who has a disability. 
In addition to helping families to set up chicken businesses, the project will develop a club or co-operative to 
centrally market chicken products and purchase farm inputs. A micro-finance component will enable participants 
to develop and grow their businesses. Families will have the opportunity to improve their income, learn new skills 
and be active participants in their community.

There is sure to be strong competition for these grants. We’ll hear the outcome in February 2020.
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Congo update 
PiCCA’s project in the Congo 
with AusCongo and KYEEMA 
Foundation is in its final stage. 

More than 6,000 chickens have 
been vaccinated against 
Newcastle disease and the 
villagers are very happy that 
their chicken flocks have 
survived. Two village women 
who participated in the project 
have told AusCongo that they 
can now afford to send their 
children to school.  

The project was designed to train and support the vaccination 
program, so that it could eventually run without outside help: 
we’re very pleased to report that the last two vaccination 
campaigns were run independently of KYEEMA’s assistance! 

The project has been so successful that the farmers are now 
talking about forming a co-operative and learning more about how 
to do chicken farming as a commercial enterprise (in addition to 
providing for families).

While the original project funds have been exhausted PiCCA has 
undertaken to find the funds to purchase a solar fridge so that the 
vaccines can be stored locally without the need to rent space in 
another organisation’s fridge. This will cost approximately $2,000.

Thank you 
PiCCA’s work in Africa has 
been highlighted by the travel 
specialist Encompass Africa, as 
part of its commitment to 
responsible tourism. 
Have a look here, and of course 
keep them in mind if you’re 
considering travelling to 
Africa!

We’d love to hear from 
you! 

If you share a passion for making a difference in the world, 
through grassroots, community-driven development, we’d 
love to hear from you. Send us an email at 
picca@picca.org.au or consider becoming a member. We’re 
a diverse group from different parts of Australia, with a 
range of backgrounds, skills and experiences. 

And we absolutely love partnering with fantastic 
organisations overseas doing wonderful things, which could 
benefit from some PiCCA funding and in-kind support to 
take what they’re doing to another level. 
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