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Welcome PiCCA Supporters! 
 

We have lots of exciting news to share, including: 

 

Grant funding success for Bougainville 

PiCCA Member Mary visits Vietnam project 

Invitation to Join/ Re-join PiCCA 

Overcoming Obstacles in the DRC 

Meet PiCCA Member Christina Raddatz 

Hearts 4 Hue Update 

Measuring Progress 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

Grant Funding Success for Bougainville 

 

 

PiCCA and the Hako Women's Collective were elated to receive news just before Christmas that 

Australian Aid funding has been granted for an agricultural project in Bougainville.  

 

The project will address food shortages and lack of nutritious food, particularly among vulnerable 

people in the remote communities at the northern end of Buka Island.  

 

Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade is contributing $35,000 through a 'Friendship Grant'. PiCCA 

will contribute $2,300 in cash (from earmarked donations) and $4,700 of in-kind support to the 

project.  

 

https://mailchi.mp/9a4778d1ca58/latest-newsletter?e=7f9c2ce473
https://dfat.gov.au/aid/who-we-work-with/friendshipgrants/Pages/meet-the-friendship-grant-recipients.aspx


 

  

 

 

Funds will help establish a demonstration garden (nursery) and gardens for program participants. 

Training will be provided for participants to diversify and increase their crop yields, and earn income 

from surplus food. Some of the training will be run out of the community centre which was completed 

in November 2017 with funds from PiCCA and others.  

 

The first groups to benefit from the training will be families who are caring for someone with a 

disability, households headed by women and young vulnerable people. Hako Women's Collective 

expects the program will be sustainable in future years by charging participants a modest fee.  
 
Preparations are well underway already: plans have been completed for a simple shed to house a 

rice mill and generator; the building of demonstration gardens has started; the first compost heap 

is composting; and discussions are taking place with the local Department of Primary Industries to 

arrange the first tranche of training.  

 

Steve and Stephanie are heading to Canberra on 6 and 7 February to attend DFAT's workshops with 

other Friendship Grant recipients. It's all go, go go!  

 

 
 

 

 

PiCCA Member Mary Visits Vietnam Project 

 
 

 

Mary Denver, a passionate PICCA 

supporter, visited PiCCA’s project partner 

Hearts for Hue in Vietnam last month (right, 

Mary with Professor Ba, and a project 

beneficiary, Mrs Truong Ly Thi with her 

daughter Chuyen).  

 

Mary is a disability advocate and carer of a 

57-year old family member with disabilities. 

She is also a trainer and educator with a 

background in international capability 

development.  

 

The latest news about the project is below, 

and you can read Mary's observations 

here to get a glimpse of the personal 

experience of participants. 
 

 

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/1e34a351f08434a895215b3b3/files/86a7ce3e-cfe4-454f-a05f-967b379f7afe/Marys_Vinh_Phu_visit_2.pdf


  
 

 
 

 

 

Your Invitation to Join (or Re-join) PiCCA! 

 

 

              Want to make a difference?  You can.  Join us at PiCCA.   

 

So far together, our small but passionate membership has delivered a community centre 

in Bougainville, a farm in Eswatini, a classroom in Nepal, a chicken vaccination project in 

the Congo and a chicken farming project in Vietnam.  

 

Each of our existing projects has been proposed by, assessed by, voted on and funded by 

our members. Members of PICCA have visited each and every one of these project sites 

on the ground.  

 

In the lead up to our joint decisions on new projects in 2019 and beyond, we would like to 

invite our existing members to re-join for the coming year and to invite new members to 

join us on our journey. Remember every dollar and every cent that you donate goes to 

support the project in the country where it is being delivered. Together we can make a 

difference that matters. 

 

 

 

Join by May 2019 to participate in PiCCA's decision about our next project! 

 

More info about joining PiCCA, click here 
 

 

https://picca.org.au/join/


 
 

 

 

 

Overcoming Obstacles in the DRC 

 

 

The Newcastle disease vaccination project in the Congo is working well. Vaccinated chickens are 

thriving and demand for the vaccine is spreading across the region. 

 

Dr Pat Boland, Secretary to the Board of the Malawi Rural Poultry Centre, commenting on the 

progress of the project said that “one of the key ways in which we can boost production in rural 

poultry is simply to stop chickens dying.” 

 

There have been challenges with transport and communications. One small hiccup, for example, led 

to the first round of vaccinations being provided free-of-charge. Unchanged this could have been a 

problem which over time may have impeded the project’s sustainability. A price has now been 

agreed for the second round of vaccinations.  

 

 
 

 

 

Meet PiCCA Member, Christina Raddatz 

 
 

 

"I first heard about PiCCA while volunteering 

at Haku Village in Bougainville in late 2017, 

where PiCCA was instrumental in the 

establishment of the community centre. I 

also had the pleasure of meeting several 

PiCCA members at the centre's formal 

opening (right, me with Mary Denver).  

There were many things that impressed me 

about PiCCA that prompted my 

membership.  Basically it was its absolute 

transparency and the policy of funding stand 

alone projects (giving a variety of schemes a 

chance to flourish) that definitely attracted me to 

the organisation." 
 

 



 

 

“I am also thrilled that PiCCA funded Hearts 4 

Hue's chicken raising project for the disabled. I 

had the pleasure and honour of volunteering as 

an ABV with Khanh and Hearts 4 Hue for three 

months in 2015. So I know first hand how well 

H4H manages projects and the good relationship 

and confidence it holds with the Hue District 

People's Committee, a must to ensure project 

approvals. It was an exciting but humbling 

experience to be at Hearts 4 Hue's office when 

Khanh got notification that H4H was the recipient 

of $20,000 (see photo) and I thank, on his behalf, 

all the PiCCA donors for their generosity and 

humanitarianism." 
 

 

 

 

 

Hearts 4 Hue Update 

 
 

 

PiCCA’s Vietnam project Improving Living Quality 

for People with Disability by Chicken Raising has 

made wonderful progress. With the assistance of 

our partner, Hearts 4 Hue, the participating 

families have built their chicken shelters. 2,000 

chicks were distributed to 50 families in 

September 2018 and 2,500 chicks were 

distributed in December 2018. All chickens have 

been vaccinated against the flock-destroying 

Newcastle disease.  The families have all 

participated in training workshops aimed at 

developing farming skills and a deeper 

understanding of how to raise disease free 

chickens. 
 

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

 

 

Measuring Progress 

 

 

The United Nations publishes data enabling an assessment of the development of a country which 

does not rely on economic growth alone. The Human Development Index takes account of life 

expectancy, health, education and living standards. Australia ranks third in the list of 189 countries. 

This is how the countries PiCCA works with rate: 
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Have feedback or an enquiry? Email us... 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.facebook.com/piccaaustralia
http://picca.org.au/
mailto:picca@picca.org.au?subject=from%20your%20last%20newsletter...
http://www.facebook.com/piccaaustralia
http://picca.org.au/


 


