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helo…namaste... 
gude…sawubona... 

g’day PiCCA 
Supporters!

Over the last six years Rob John has been 
researching philanthropy in Asia as a visiting 
fellow at the National University of Singapore. 
He has been looking at innovation in 
philanthropy, giving circles, angel investing for 
impact and new models of corporate giving. 

Following a survey of PiCCA members Rob 
developed and published a case study of PiCCA 
as a giving circle. PiCCA is one of a very few 
Australian giving circles supporting 
international development and was very pleased 
to participate in this research project.

NEWS

In this issue… 
# 'House to care for all' taking shape - Bougainville 
#  Flood, drought and hope - Sri Lanka 
#  Monsoon rains due - Nepal 
# Meet PiCCA Member Maurizio Bontempi 
# Aussie leads on Effective Altruism 
# New Projects/ New Members

PiCCA profiled internationally

http://www.givingcircles.asia/whats-new.aspx
http://www.givingcircles.asia/whats-new.aspx
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Sri Lanka is a small country but, like Australia, it is a country of extremes. In May the west and south 
of the country were devastated by flooding rains and landslides. More than 200 people were reported 
to have been killed and thousands made homeless. The flooding came after two months of severe 
drought.

PiCCA's project in the north was, mercifully, not affected by flooding but the drought there is now 
reported to be the worst in 40 years. After the disappointment of the previously allocated land no 
longer being available, the project to support the Manna Women's Catering Company with the 
construction of a commercial kitchen is back on track. A new site has been located, the land surveyed 
and cleared (see photo above), new site specific architectural plans developed and the process of 
negotiating approvals for building have commenced. Our partner, Bridging Lanka, report that the 
women participating in the project are fully engaged in the delivery of catering services from the site 
of the temporary kitchen and continue to develop skills in food preparation.

House to care for all 

The Haku Women's Collective has decided on a name for the community centre being built in Bougainville. In 
the local language (tok pisin) it will be called Luman Hipakoko which means "house to care for all". We feel this 
is a wonderful name as it so vividly describes what the centre will do. In English it will be known at the 
Community Caring Centre.

The community has been working on the building foundations. The timber, 10 loads of gravel and other 
materials have been delivered to the site ready for construction to begin. Local young people will be trained on 
building techniques as part of the project.

PiCCA has sufficient funds to build the centre but we are still hoping to raise $10,000 to do the fit-out of the 
kitchen, canteen and bathroom. If you, or someone you know, can help please contact us. 

One of the exciting aspects of the project is that the community will run a small business from the centre selling 
food and refreshments. The funds raised will help local families supplement their subsistence farming and, at 
the same time, help the Collective to meet their operational expenses. 

Flood, 
drought 
& hope
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My name is Maurizio Bontempi. I was born in Italy 
and have been living in Brisbane with my wife 
Rosalia since 1994. I am an acupuncturist and 
massage therapist, as well as a keen gardener, and 
have been in private practice in Ashgrove since 
2000. 
I have always been intrigued by the concept and 
process of cultivation. My desire for tasty tomatoes 
got me started in cultivating my garden first. Then, 
challenges with my digestion, body and my 
troubled mind got me interested in how to cultivate 

not only my health but also my clients’. 
While cultivating tomatoes, I have learned that my 
job as a gardener is that of observing, learning and 
supporting the right conditions for the desired and 
valuable crops to grow and thrive. I endeavor to 
apply the same process to my life, my work and to 
how I envisage our world at large. 
For me, supporting PICCA is supporting the right 
conditions for the abundance potentially available in 
our Big Garden we call Earth to be within everyone’s 
reach. Thank you Board, thank you fellow members, 
keep up the good work. 

Meet PiCCA Member 

Monsoon rains due 
Despite a mammoth effort from the local community in Tawal, the classroom funded by PiCCA will 
not be completed before the monsoon rains which are due now. The builders are giving priority to the 
two storey classrooms. That is because the concrete flooring for the second storey will protect the 
timber form work which would otherwise be ruined by the rain.

Once the work on the two 
storey classrooms is 
complete, the builders will 
then finish the three 
classrooms in the single 
storey block. This includes 
the multi-purpose 
classroom funded by 
PiCCA. Building will slow 
(but not stop) during the 
monsoon.

This photo shows the 
school being built while, in 
the foreground, students 
are planting trees to 
stabilise the hill. 

Maurizio Bontempi
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PiCCA thanks DFJ Architects, 
Grant Thornton and Sans Souci 
Public Relations for generously 
providing their time and expert 
services on a pro-bono basis. 

New Projects / New Members 
PiCCA is calling for project ideas which can be considered for funding in 2018. 
Any PiCCA member can put forward a project for consideration. PiCCA 
welcomes all new members. To join click on this link. 

Aussie Leads on Effective Altruism 

Renowned Aussie philosopher and Professor of Bioethics at Princeton University, Peter Singer 
has a very interesting take on philanthropy. Prof Singer has developed the Effective Altruism 
concept which seeks to answer these questions: Which cause should you support if you really 
want to make a difference? What career choices will help you make a significant contribution? 
Which charities will use your donation effectively?  

PiCCA supports the principles of Effective Altruism. The concept is challenging for many - why 
not make your own assessment. This is the link to his TED talk, which has had more than 1.5 
million views.

https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_singer_the_why_and_how_of_effective_altruism
https://www.ted.com/talks/peter_singer_the_why_and_how_of_effective_altruism

